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Looking back at Term 1 
 

This was a challenging term on the IT front. A 

hardware failure on our firewall caused severe 

network issues and both our internet and Wi-Fi 

capabilities were affected, as well as staff email. 

Thankfully, these issues have now been resolved 

and our network has stabilised. 

 

The beginning of Term 1 saw our Grade 4s bringing 

their own iPads to school for the first time, and 

they have been gently eased into the use and 

management of their devices. As the year 

progresses, they will explore deeper and more 

meaningful activities on their iPads, as their teachers 

lead them in becoming creators, collaborators and 

critical thinkers. 

 

Staff development and learning is ongoing as our 

teachers learn how to incorporate their iPads into 

their lessons in the most effective and educationally 

sound manner. Happily there have been a number 

of “Aha” moments amongst the staff this term!  

 

 

Important links for Parents 
(Click on words to access) 

All iPad-related Communication  

 

Elkanah Parent Toolkit  

 

Appropriate or Not? 

 

Current App List - UPDATED  
Please take note of any changes 

 

    

 

We have ‘Gone Google’! 
 

Very quietly, without fanfare, our school has recently ‘Gone Google’. What does this 

mean for us as a school?  

 

Google has an excellent offering for schools called Google Apps For Education (GAFE), 

and the best news is that it is completely free! Under the GAFE umbrella schools have 

access tools for collaboration, communication and online cloud-based file storage. With 

anytime, anywhere access, Google Drive allows users to be productive at school, at 

home, on any devices. Google Apps for Education are intended to enhance critical 

thinking, collaboration, creativity, and 

communication for students and staff. Each 

child has been allocated a Google account 

under the school domain and we are 

slowly implementing these new tools with 

our pupils. You will hear more about this 

in the months to come. This is an exciting 

turn of events and will have direct impact 

on our iPad 1:1 initiative and on ICT as a 

whole across our school. 

 

 

 

The iPad is NOT a toy! 
 
We do not allow our pupils to play on the iPads before and after school, nor during break times. 

We do not encourage the use of iPads as gaming devices. In fact, we have on more than one 

occasion requested that our parents limit the number of games to no more than 6 - 8 games. The 

allure of games is irresistible, and to manage a device that is filled with distractions is a very difficult 

task for a child. The reason we again make mention of this, is that a few pupils reported “glitchy” 

iPads and the reason they are playing up is that there is a shortage of storage space on the iPads. 

Upon closer inspection, the space thieves are the games, which can take up an enormous amount of 

space, especially on a 16GB device! We are trying to drive home to our pupils the fact that the iPad 

is NOT a toy. It is a tool for learning and the sooner they see it as such, the easier it will be for 

them. Your support, as parents, in this regard would be much appreciated.  

 

Please let your children use their holiday time to clean up their iPads. They should remove any 

unwanted photos or videos and/or apps, but take care not to delete any school work! 

  

Happy iPadding! 

 

Grade 6 pupils complete a Google form on their iPads after watching a video on Mapungubwe 

for Social Science. 

Grade 4 pupils being introduced to Digital Passport, 

an online Digital Citizenship programme. 
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http://tinyurl.com/ipadselkanah
http://goo.gl/l0kev6
http://goo.gl/Ia3v7u
https://justipaddingalong.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/app-list_dec_updatedmarch2015.pdf

