
PREPARING YOUR CHILD’S iPAD FOR 2016 

 

  

Dear Parents, 

This document has been created to assist you in preparing your child’s iPad for 2016. If you 
are still not sure of which iPad to buy, please refer to the attached iPad Specifications flyer. 

All Elkanah Senior Primary iPad information and communication is accessible here: 
http://tinyurl.com/ipadselkanah. 

The tentative APP LIST for 2016 is made available for you here: 
http://bit.ly/AppList2016_Tentative. This will be confirmed closer to the end of the year. 

Please follow these steps: 

1. Decide how you want to manage your child’s iPad. You have three options: 

•   Use your current existing Apple ID (if you have one) and use it to set up your 
child’s iPad and download apps. Keep the password to yourself and your 
child will need to come to you for any downloads. This is a simple method and 
works well in terms of management.  

•   Set up a separate Apple ID for your child, but you still manage it and control 
the password. Children need to be 13 or older to have an Apple ID, so the 
parent should set it up with a different email address to your own Apple ID, if 
you have one. (Look here for assistance: http://bit.ly/NewAppleID ). 

•   You can set up Family Sharing which is a combination of the above two 
options, and you as the parent are in control. (Look here for assistance: 
http://bit.ly/AppleFamilySharing ). 

2. Set up the Restrictions on your child’s iPad. (Refer to this ‘How To’ document: 
http://bit.ly/AppleiPadRestrictions2 ). 

3. Set up ‘Find My iPhone’ on the iPad. (Look here for assistance:  
http://bit.ly/FindMyiPad ). This is vital for tracking the device, in the event that the it is 
misplaced or lost. 

4. Please note: From January 2016, we will not allow random games on the iPads. A list 
of approved educationally beneficial game apps will be supplied, and only these 
games will be allowed. We ask for your support in this initiative. Experience has now 
shown us that games on the iPads at school provide a distraction that is very difficult 
for children to resist, and make iPad management for parents very difficult too. 
Games also take up storage space, especially on 16GB devices. Games may 
obviously be installed over school holidays, but they should be removed before the 
new term commences. 

5. Take note of age restrictions associated with certain apps and social networking 
platforms such as Facebook and Instagram  See the Elkanah Parent iPad Toolkit and 
Appropriate or Not? flyers available here: http://tinyurl.com/ipadselkanah 

5. Also from the outset, lay down firm guidelines for the amount of screen time you will 
allow daily at home (including TV). 
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6. Ensure that all school required apps, as laid out in the supplied App List (see link 
above), are installed in time before the start of the school year, and each term 
thereafter. 

7. Ensure that the iPad is in a robust cover which protects the corners of the screen. (See 
attached document). 

8. Please make sure that your child’s iPad software is updated to the latest iOS9 update. 

9. ‘Jailbroken’ iPads 
We would like to make it very clear that NO jailbroken iPads are allowed at the Senior 
Primary as they can compromise the network and can pose a threat to network 
security.  
 
Jailbreaking is the process of removing limitations on iOS, Apple's operating system, 
on devices running it through the use of software and hardware exploits; this can 
allow the installation of apps banned from the official Apple App Store and therefore 
compromise your child's online safety. 
 
This is usually done by downloading software onto the iPads from a third-party 
website, not affiliated to Apple. The most common software is Cydia, although there 
are others. 
 
Cydia is a software application for iOS that enables a user to find and install software 
packages on jailbroken iOS Apple devices such as the iPhone, the iPod Touch, and 
the iPad.  
 
Any iPads found to have this software (or similar) installed on it, will be removed from 
our network until such time as the software has been removed from the iPad. This will 
exclude your child from network, server and internet access. Repeat offenders will 
face more serious consequences.	  

We look forward to welcoming your children to the Senior Primary in 2016! 

Happy iPadding! 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Stadler  
Head of Digital Learning 
karens@elkanah.co.za  
	  

Arthur Preston 
Principal 
arthurp@elkanah.co.za  
	  


