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Dear Parents, 

 

Staff Training 

Our staff iPad training continues, with the teachers exploring different apps and applying 

their newly acquired skills to create videos, presentations, eBooks and the like. It is a stiff 

learning curve for some, but the spirit of collaboration amongst the staff has been wonderful 

to witness, as they assist each other with the tasks and discuss how the apps can be used in 

the classroom. 

 

Parent iPad Workshop 

As promised, we will repeat the workshops held last term on 28 and 29 May for any parents 

who were unable to attend, or for any new iPad parents. An invitation to these workshops 

was sent out just before the holidays.  

  

New iPad Registrations 

We are still registering any newly purchased iPads on a Thursday each week. All new iPads 

must be handed in to Mrs Stadler by 10am. They should be marked with the child’s name, 

class and lock screen passcode (on a removable note stuck to the screen). 

 

Apps 

We have tried to make the downloading of apps as painless as possible by spreading the 

load over the months from January to July. It might be a good idea to keep up to date with 

the required apps on your child’s iPad, so as to avoid an app downloading “frenzy” in July. 

Also, whilst apps should be kept up to date, it is not necessary to update them each week. 

Update them when it is possible for you to do so – the apps will still work if they are not 

updated. Usually updates are not large in size, but the iWork apps (Pages, Keynote, 

Numbers) recently received a “make-over” and their updates are significant in size, which 

could adversely affect your internet bandwidth if you update them all at once. An update of 

this size is not a regular occurrence, so please update them as you can. 

 

ALL previous iPad communication and information, as well as the current app list, is available 

for you to access here: http://tinyurl.com/ipadselkanah   

 

Email - (Grade 5 & 6 only) 

We have a known issue with our student email server at the moment and it is receiving 

attention. Should your child’s email account on the iPad not be working at the moment, 

please be patient, it will be sorted out as soon as possible. To assist us in this process we have 

asked the pupils to manage their email accounts by keeping them clear of unnecessary 

mail. This does not have to be done immediately, but should be done regularly. Feel free to 

check your child’s emails periodically before emails are deleted. 

 

It has come to my attention that there have been incidents of pupils using emails to 

“badger” other pupils with pointless, annoying emails. I have asked the teachers to discuss 

this with their classes and remind the pupils that the prime function of student email is to use it 

for school work, as a method for sharing work from the iPads. Obviously regular conversations 

http://tinyurl.com/ipadselkanah


are allowed, but texting-type messages are not encouraged. If it should transpire that a pupil 

is abusing the privilege of email, his/her account will be suspended, as explained in the Email 

Acceptable Use Policy that was signed by both pupils and parents. 

 

Parent iPad Toolkit 

Just a reminder: To assist you, our parents, in managing your children’s iPads at home, I have 

put together some resources, tips and hints which you might find useful. Please take time to 

read it.  You will find the information here: https://www.smore.com/ngggd  

 

As a fellow parent I completely understand the challenges that some of you might be 

facing. The implementation of any new idea or programme is bound to be challenged by 

hidden obstacles and unforeseen stumbling blocks. I thank you for your co-operation and 

ask that you continue to bear with us as we learn along with you. It’s an interesting journey, 

to say the least! 

 

Happy iPadding! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Karen Stadler 

Head of Digital Learning 

Elkanah House Senior Primary 

https://www.smore.com/ngggd

