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21 February 2014 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We have had quite a busy few weeks with iPad registrations and Parent iPad Workshops, so I 

thought I would give you an update on what has been happening as well as bringing a few 

other issues to your attention. 

 

iPad registrations: 

These went very well. We registered over 200 iPads over three days! Should any students 

receive iPads from now on until July, we will hold registration sessions every Thursday, so that 

any new devices can be added to our network. 

 

Parent iPad Workshops: 

Both evenings were fully booked and from the feedback we have received, these workshops 

have been well worth it. Mr Preston and I enjoyed engaging with our parents on a totally 

different level. We will repeat these workshops again, so please look out for communication 

in this regard. 

 

Games: 

Please note that we are NOT against games on the students’ iPads – we want our students to 

enjoy using their iPads as personal devices. We have merely asked that you monitor the 

types of games your children download and also the number of games on the iPads. These 

games take up storage space on the devices and with the iOS7 operating system already 

taking up 3GB of space, a 16 GB device will fill up very quickly. On one device that we 

registered, there were 64 games – that’s a huge temptation for a child! All we are asking for 

is games in moderation. However, the ultimate decision lies with you as the parents. (We 

suggest that all the games are put in one folder on the last screen on the iPad, on its own, so 

that the games are kept separate from the school-related apps). 

We have restricted use of the iPads in the mornings and during break times because, as 

explained before, the children need to use this time to socialise, eat and play. We are 

acutely aware of too much or unnecessary screen time. We have not restricted it after 

school, because at times they might need to use their devices for homework. It is, however, 

not possible for us to monitor this, except for in the Homework classes and in the Homework 

Centre, where the teacher’s rules will apply. 

 

iPad Covers: 

We once again remind you of the importance of a good cover for your child’s iPad – 

especially one which adequately protects the corners of the screen. 

 

iPad Acceptable Use Policy: 

Some of the students who have iPads already, have been given this document for you to 

sign. Those that have not received them yet will get them in next week. Please read through 

this document with your child before signing the reply slip. Those students who do not have 

iPads yet will get these letters when they register their devices. 

 

 

 



Apps: 

Please would you download the following apps onto your child’s iPad: 
(A comprehensive list will be sent out before the launch of the iPad programme in July, so that we can 

ensure that all the students have the same apps installed). 

 

Doodle Buddy for iPad - FREE 

 

Google Earth - FREE 

 

Skitch - FREE 

 

Dictionary - FREE 

 

Tellagami – FREE 

 

Qrafter barcode reader - FREE 

 

 

 

There is evidence of the devices being used in some of the classrooms already – often 

initiated by the students, which is wonderful. The Grade 6’s used iPads for their ILT this week 

and those students without iPads happily used the school devices. 

 

Our teachers are about to embark on a self-study iPad training course and will also attend a 

full day “iPad Bootcamp” in April, in preparation for the official launch of our 1:1 initiative in 

July. 

 

Happy iPadding! 

  

Kind regards, 

 

Karen Stadler 

Head of Digital Learning 

Elkanah House Senior Primary 


